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INTRODUCTION TO TSUBAKI ROLLER CHAIN

Glossary

1.	 Minimum Tensile Strength as per 
ISO Standardisation

This is the Minimum Tensile Strength determined by ISO. If a roller 
chain fails a tensile load below this value, it does not surpass the 
standards. 

2.	 Minimum Tensile Strength as per 
TSUBAKI Standardisation

This is a minimum value determined by statistical processes at 
TSUBAKI. If a roller chain fractures at a tensile load below this 
value, it does not surpass TSUBAKI standards. TSUBAKI standards 
are higher than ISO standards.

3.	 Average Tensile Strength as per 
TSUBAKI Standardisation

This is a fracture load reading obtained after a long period of 
actual tensile strength testing of a large number of chain strands. 
Of course, when any given strand of roller chain fractures, this 
value may be higher or lower, so it does not represent a guaran-
teed value. 

Fig. 1 Relationship between the three tensile strengths mentioned 
above.

4.	 Tensile Strength Testing Method
As shown in Fig. 2, a roller chain with minimum of �ve links is 
�xed at both ends by clevises and tensioned until fracture occurs. 
The type of fracture can be used to determine the cause of the 
breakage of the chain (Fig. 3).

5.	 Maximum Allowable Load
The Maximum Allowable Load (M.A.L.) of a roller chain (excluding 
Stainless Steel Chain and Engineering Plastic Chain) is the value 
derived from the lowest fatigue limit. When a load lower than this 
value is repetitively applied to the roller chain, fatigue failure will 
never occur.
The TSUBAKI M.A.L. is determined after 10 million repetitive 
loads instead of 3 million repetitive loads which is the European 
Standard.
The Maximum Allowable Load of Stainless Steel Chain and  
Engineering Plastic Chain is determined by the surface pressure 
between the pins and bushes.

Fig. 4 Summary chart for repetitive loads

6.	 Ring Coining Process
For easy assembling the pin and link plate of a connecting link 
are slip �t. In general, this type of connecting link has a 20% lower 
fatigue strength than the chain itself. However, TSUBAKI developed 
a special process to eliminate that loss of fatigue strength and still 
satisfy the customers demand for easy assembling: the patented 
Ring Coining process. By applying the patented Ring Coining 
process, TSUBAKI generates a cold deformation around the pin 
hole of the connecting link plate. This results in residual stress 
around the pin hole and thereby adds strength. By using this 
process, transmission capacity is increased back to 100%.

TSUBAKI applies the patented Ring Coining process to all slip �t 
connecting links.

Fig. 5 Ring Coining

For severe conditions, TSUBAKI has developed the Heavy Duty 
Chain series. These chains are standard equipped with press �t 
connecting links. The installation is more dif�cult than in case of 
standard connecting links. 

Fig. 2 Tensile Strength test

Fig. 3 Shape of fracture
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Roller Chain Structure

1. Three Basic Dimensions
Pitch, Roller Diameter and Inner Width are known as the �Three 
Basic Dimensions of Roller Chain.� When these three dimensions 
are identical, roller chains and sprockets are dimensionally com-
patible.

2. Basic Parts
Link Plate
The plate is the component that bears the tension placed on the 
chain. Usually this is a repeated loading, sometimes accom
panied by shock. Therefore, the plate must not only have great 
static tensile strength, it must also hold up to the dynamic forces 
of load and shock.

Pin
The pin is subject to shearing and bending forces transmitted by 
the plate. At the same time, it forms a load-bearing part (together 
with the bush) when the chain �exes during sprocket engage-
ment. Therefore, the pin needs high tensile and shear strength, 

resistance to bending, and must also have suf�cient endurance 
against shock and wear.

Bush
The bush is subject to complex forces from all parts, especially 
from the repetition of shock loads when the chain engages the 
sprocket. Therefore, the bush needs extremely high shock resistance. 
In addition, the bush forms a load-bearing part together with the 
pin and as such requires great wear resistance.

Roller
The roller is subject to impact load as it mates with the sprocket 
teeth during engagement of the chain with the sprocket. After 
engagement, the roller changes its point of contact and balance. 
It is held between the sprocket teeth and bush, and moves on the 
tooth face while receiving a compression load. Therefore, it must 
be resistant to wear and still have strength against shock, fatigue 
and compression. (RS25 and RS35 are bush chains and do not 
have rollers).
	
Roller Link
Two bushes are press �t into two roller link plates and rollers are 
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Roller Chain Structure
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inserted to allow rotation around the outside of the bushes  
during operation. This is the same for single and for multi strand 
chains.

Pin Link and Intermediate Plate
The pin link consists of two pins that have been press �t into two 
pin link plates. In case of multi-strand roller chain up till size 08B, 
an intermediate plate is added to the pin link. In case of multi-
strand roller chain above size 08B, two intermediate plates are 
added to the pin link. The intermediate plates are slip �t for 
standard roller chain and press �t for SUPER roller chain.

3. Assembly Parts
Roller chains are usually made up of a number of inner and outer 
links in an endless formation. Although offset links can be used 
when there is an odd number of links in the roller chain, it is bet-
ter to use a design that requires an even number of links.  
If an odd number of links cannot be avoided, it is recommended 
to use a two-pitch offset link in stead of a one-pitch offset link. As 
it is riveted into the chain, a two-pitch offset link has a 100% 
Maximum Allowable Load, where as the one-pitch offset link has 
a Maximum Allowable Load of 65%. 

Connecting Links
There are three types of connecting links: spring clip connecting 
link, cotter pin connecting link and spring pin connecting link.

It�s common to use slip �t spring clip connecting links for small 
size roller chains. Cotter pin and spring pin connecting links are 
used for large size roller chains and on customer request. 

Offset Links
An offset link is used when an odd number of chain links is  
required. Different types are available:

One pitch offset link (OL). 
The pin and two plates are slip �t. The fatigue strength is 35% 
lower than the chain itself.

Two pitch offset link (2POL).
Two pitch offset links are the combination of a roller link and an 
offset link connected with a rivet pin. The fatigue strength is the 
same as the fatigue strength of the base chain. Please refer to the 
dimension tables for roller chain types and sizes suitable for off-
set links. 
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